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mary and illegal capital punishment at the
hands of a mob. Although seven lynchings
were committed in the United States in 1938
and none of the perpetrators arrested, the
number of lynchings has gradually trended
downward for many years. There were 231
lynchings in 1892; 1897, 158; 1903, 99;
1915, 67; 1921, 64; 1933, 28; 1935, 20; 1936,

9J 1937,8; 1939,3; 1940,5; i94i,4-

In 1938 an anti-lynching bill in Congress
passed the House of Representatives but
failed, by reason of a filibuster, to reach a
vote in the Senate. Indications are that unless
lynching ceases in the meantime, the matter
will continue to be pressed before Congress
until such a law is eventually passed. A
number of states have already enacted such
laws. For investigation on the subject con-
sult The Tragedy of Lynching; a study of the
21 lynchings which took place in 1931, by
Arthur Raper. Also consult reports of the
National Urban League and the N.A.A.C.P.

Lyndhurst, John Singleton Copely,
Baron (1772-1863), lord chancellor of Eng-
land, was born in Boston, Mass. In the Well-
ington cabinet he attained great influence,
and was in a measure responsible for the
memorable decision in 1829 on the Catholic
Emancipation question.

Lynn, city, Massachusetts, Essex co., on
Massachusetts Bay. Manufactures include
boots and shoes, electrical machinery appara-
tus and supplies, and foundry and machine
shop products. Mucilage and paste, boxes,
clothing, jewelry, soap, arc and incandescent
lamps, and patent medicines are also manu-
tured in large quantities. The first settlement
was made here in 1629; p. 98,123.

Lynn Canal, inlet of the Pacific Ocean,
Alaska, stretching north from Admiralty
Island. It is the gateway to the Klondike re-
gion, and under the award of 1903 belongs to
the United States.

Lynx, a genus of wild animals differing from
the true wildcat in their greater length, short
stumpy tails, tufted ears, and longer hair, es-
pecially around the face. In North America
the genus Lynx is represented by two well
marked types, the Canadian lynx and the
bay lynx, also known as the red lynx or bob
cat.

Lyon, David Gordon (1852-1935),
American Orientalist, was born in Benton,
Ala. From 1891 to 1922 he acted as Curator
of the Harvard Semitic Museum (honorary
curator, 1922). His special interest was As-
syriology, and he became a leading authority
on that subject.

Lyon, Mary (1797-1849), American edu-
cator, founder of Mount Holyoke College,
was born in Buckland, Mass. She taught in
various schools in New Hampshire and Mas-
sachusetts until 1834, when she undertook the
work of founding a seminary where girls
might receive an education at a nominal price.
In the face of many discouragements she suc-
ceeded in gathering together enough money to
start a school in South Hadley, Mass., under
the name of Mount Holyoke Female Semin-
ary, with about 80 pupils. Of this institution
she was president until her death.
Lyonesse, the land of the Arthurian leg-
ends, variously held to have been either the
present Cornwall or a country stretching be-
yond it westwards and now covered by the
sea.
Lyonia, a genus of North American and
West Indian shrubs and trees belonging to
the order Ericaceae. Among the species are
L. ferruginea, with white flowers in spring,
and L. ligustrina, a hardy shrub found from
New England to Virginia and southward.
Lyons, city and episcopal see, France, De-
partment of the Rhone, stands at the conflu-
ence of the Sadne and the Rhone; 240 m. s.e.
of Paris and 170 m. north of Marseilles. It is
the third largest city in France and is forti-
fied on the n. and e. by a strong wall, 44 m.
in circumference. The city forms a natural
focus for commerce from n. and s., and can-
als connect both rivers with all the water-
ways of France. Lyons has numerous inter-
esting and beautiful buildings, among which
may be mentioned the cathedral of St. Jean
(i2th to 15th century); the archiepiscopal
palace (i5th century restored); the church of
St. Martin d'Ainay. The silkworms of the
Rhone valley, and the proximity of coal and
iron (at St. Etienne, 36 m.), have made Ly-
ons the first silk manufacturing town in
France. Lyons is the stronghold of French
Catholicism; p. 579,763.
Lyons, Richard Bickerton Pemell
(1817-87), first Earl Lyons; minister at
Washington (1858). In such crises as the
Trent difficulty (1861); during the Civil
War in the U, S., when the Confederate com-
missioners to Europe, Mason and Slidell,
were taken from the British steamer Trent by
the American, Captain Wilkes, he showed
firmness and discretion.
Lyra, an ancient constellation, situated on
the borders of the Milky Way, near Cygnus.
Its primitive association with an eagle or vul-
ture survives in the name Vega, its largest
star.